
 The journey of a thousand miles begins with the first step. Walking along the Sea of 

Galilee, Jesus calls two sets of brothers to become the first disciples. “Come after me, and I will 

make you fishers of men” (Mt 4:19). Peter and Andrew, and James and John respond 

immediately. They leave everything to follow Jesus. Like a bride and groom who commit 

themselves to one another on their wedding day, these disciples have no idea what the future will 

bring. They hope for the best, they trust in Jesus, but they have no clue how life will unfold. 

 Over the course of the next three years, they will learn much from Jesus, but they will not 

fully grasp all that he teaches. When Jesus dies, they are shaken to the core. Even with his 

resurrection, they still show signs of fear and trepidation.  

 Before the risen Lord ascended to heaven, he opened the minds of the disciples to 

understand the Scriptures. “Beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them 

what referred to him in all the scriptures” (Lk 24:27). “Amid their fear and bewilderment, he 

unveiled the meaning of the paschal mystery: that in accordance with the Father’s eternal plan he 

had to suffer and rise from the dead, in order to bring repentance and the forgiveness of sins. He 

then promised to send the Holy Spirit, who would give them strength to be witnesses of this 

saving mystery” (AI 1).i 

 The journey that began with those first steps on the shores of the Sea of Galilee will 

unfold over the course of a lifetime. Our own lives mirror that of the apostles. Jesus calls us to 

follow him. It may begin while we are in the womb like John the Baptist, or it may come as an 

adult … but the Lord calls each of us to follow him. Through our active participation in the 

church, Jesus speaks to us through the liturgy. Over the course of time, and with the help of 

priests, he interprets and helps us to understand the scriptures and what referred to him. 

  “Without the Lord who opens our minds to them, it is impossible to understand the 

Scriptures in depth. Yet the contrary is equally true: without the Scriptures, the events of the 

mission of Jesus and of his Church in this world would remain incomprehensible” (AI 1). 

“We are reminded of the teaching of Saint Ephrem: “Who is able to understand, Lord, all the 

richness of even one of your words? There is more that eludes us than what we can understand. 

We are like the thirsty drinking from a fountain… He has hidden in his word all treasures, so that 

each of us may find a richness in what he or she contemplates” (Commentary on the Diatessaron, 

1, 18). 

 We live in troubling times. War in Ukraine threatens the innocent whose lives are 

threatened by one bombardment after another. This unjust war also threatens peace throughout 

the world. Many suffer for lack of food as a result of the ongoing disruptions to the global supply 

chain. At home, the endless gridlock in Washington DC threatens the financial stability of a 

nation. The divisions we see at home and abroad mirror the division that Saint Paul writes about 

in Corinth 2000 years ago. “I urge you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that all of you agree in what you say, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 

united in the same mind and in the same purpose” (1 Cor 10).  

 How do we move from division to unity, from war to peace, from chaos to order? The 

church invites us on this third Sunday of Ordinary time to focus on the Bible and the Word of 

God. “The Bible is the book of the Lord’s people, who, in listening to it, move from dispersion 

and division towards unity. The word of God unites believers and makes them one people” (AI 

4).  

  Pope Francis has invited the entire church to more closely follow the Lord through the 

prayer and study of sacred Scripture. When we take time to pray and meditate on the sacred text, 

our hearts open up to God. He can speak to us and guide us and help us to follow him.  



 “The return of the people of Israel to their homeland after the Babylonian exile was 

marked by the public reading of the book of the Law... They had been scattered in exile, but now 

they found themselves gathered “as one” around the sacred Scripture (Neh 8:1). The people lent 

“attentive ears” (Neh 8:3) to the reading of the sacred book, realizing that in its words they 

would discover the meaning of their lived experience… [And] all the people wept when they 

heard the words of the law” (AI 4). 

 Apart from the Scriptures, apart from God, our lives do not make sense. We must listen 

to God speaking to us. God speaks to us in church as we gather as a community. God also speaks 

to us in personal prayer and reflection. We need to listen both as a community and as individuals.  

Pope Francis asks us to dedicate this Third Sunday in Ordinary time to the Word of God, 

“Regular reading of sacred Scripture and the celebration of the Eucharist make it possible for us 

to see ourselves as part of one another…We need to develop a closer relationship with sacred 

Scripture; otherwise, our hearts will remain cold and our eyes shut, struck as we are by so many 

forms of blindness… We should always keep in mind the teaching found in the Book of 

Revelation: the Lord is standing at the door and knocking. If anyone should hear his voice and 

open for him, he will come in and eat with them (cf. 3:20). Christ Jesus is knocking at our door 

in the words of sacred Scripture. If we hear his voice and open the doors of our minds and hearts, 

then he will enter our lives and remain ever with us” (AI 8). 
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